Isolation of FMRFa-like peptides from the DB-containing connective tissue of Helix aspersa.
The endocrine dorsal bodies (DB) of Helix aspersa are innervated by axons from the central nervous system, which establish synapse-like structures (SLS) with the DB cells. Previous immunocytochemical studies suggested the presence of FMRFa-like substances in nerves of the DB area and in SLS. This paper reports on biochemical attempts undertaken in order to investigate the nature of these substances: the use of HPLC and RIA confirms the presence of three FMRFa-like peptides in the DB-containing connective tissue among which one is probably the FMRFa itself.